Happy New Year Y’all!
Are you ready for 2009?  Are you excited and ready to make a ton of resolutions?  I’m going to ask you to make just ONE!   Find someone to bring to a first nighter or a new square dance class.  Just think, if even half of our current dancers could bring just one new person or a couple into our activity.  WOW!!!  It’s a proven fact that all the flyers, newspapers, brochures, etc. put together will not equal the response that the personal touch brings. 
Many dancers look to their club officers, or WASCA, or VASARDA, or MDSDF to advertise and somehow produce magic to get dancers to a new class.  Many angels come out to a “first nighter” and hope that someone new walks through the door.  Those angels should have been out picking up a prospective class member and be bringing them to the class.  Note: If you pick them up and bring them, they can’t go home until you do (unless they call a cab)!   Many dancers say they have hit up all their friends, some more than once.  MY answer to that: Find some new friends.  Wear a custom T-shirt that promotes square dancing as you go through your daily activities.  Except for when you take a shower.  There may be people who don’t know you square dance.  There may be people who you don’t want knowing that you square dance.  Shame on you!  It’s okay to put up flyers, put out business cards, etc., the next step is becoming a promoter.  Go get em’---rock’m, sock’m, tie em’ up, drag them kicking and screaming, promise them pizza or chocolate!  Good luck!!!
Okay, now we’ve got them in the door for the first nighter or for class.  Let the caller do his stuff.  Keep your stuff wrapped up.  Don’t show off, don’t do fancy stuff, do stuff that is easy and fun for them.  Keep them coming back.  Go out for coffee or a coke afterwards.  Don’t boast about all your travels and expensive ties that you get a free dress with.  This is also going to scare them.  Keep your conversations simple.  Go pick them up next week, stop and get a Mcdonald’s on the way to the dance.  Don’t stop and get prime rib or some other expensive meal.  Keep it simple.  Make sure you get there on time so the caller doesn’t have to back up and repeat something he has already taught the others.  If your friends are not “getting it”, go tell the caller.  Most callers, of course, are derived from a highly intelligent special breed and will probably have already noticed this, but they will be polite, act surprised, and will assure you that he/she will pay special attention to your particular friends.  Callers also belong to special group selling beachfront properties in Arizona.  Mike Sikorsky is our leader.  Randy Dougherty is the treasurer and Dee Dee is our Public relations spokeswoman.  You find a dancer prospect and we’ll fly our leadership trio out to convince them to come dancing. Your imagination can run really wild here.
Okay, back to the fact we got ‘em in the door.  We teach them the basics and mainstream and plus and then let ‘em loose on the square dancing world.  We watch them stumble and jerk around a little and then we tell ’em that all they have to do is read the new definitions put out by Callerlab and all will be okay.  After the white coat people come and pick most of them up and take them away (that’s where we lose our dancers to) some of them escape and come to a special refuge areas known as “Plus workshops”.  This is where we really get ‘em. They are “Hooked”, “Caught up”, “Sucked in” and they actually seem to love it.  Some refer to a magazine called “Calls’n’Cues” where they find other pockets of crazy people.  We have tried to keep Calls’n’Cues top secret, but every once in a while the word slips out, and “Bam” we catch another one.  Sometimes these pockets of people get together out of town somewhere, like at the “Harvest Moon Classic”, and they dance to an even higher specialized team of Callers and Cuers.  Cuers take people from a square of eight people and give them specialized training in a big circle with only one other person to worry about.  I find myself drawn to this room for the smooth, relaxed feeling I get from dancing to the rhythm of the music.  Don’t laugh, it really works.  Just like in Boy Scouts, the leader holds up three fingers and all are instantly quiet.  In the big circle a cuer says “Apart, point” and everyone instantly responds together.  It’s a beautiful thing to see.  Meanwhile back in the hall with eight people in each group, the callers have decided to pretend they are watching a “worm farm” and they work diligently to mimic the worm farm action.  Co-ordinates come from 3 and 1 lines (really), Peel the top comes from right hand columns instead of left hand columns (Did you know you normally do Peel the top from a Left hand column?), Ping pong circulates come from “H” formations, Crossfire comes from left-handed two-faced lines and, of course, we couldn’t have a complete evening if we didn’t get crossfire from diamonds (I thought diamonds were a girls best friend).  We are told to “Load the boat” from positions that I’m sure have not even been defined yet.   All kidding aside, I personally attended the “Harvest Moon Classic” weekend and enjoyed dancing to a super staff of seven callers and two cuers.
Okay, back to the current time and place in the universe.  The facts are in, the new rules and definitions have been published and now it’s up to the dancing community to enjoy some of the new thoughts.  Let’s talk about some basic points.  We, as Callers, teach a class in the best way we know how.  We have all learned from different sources and different material.  We all have little ways we have to help new dancers learn.  These items are called “Teaching aids”.  If a dancer would go thru the mainstream program with one caller and then repeat it by going through with a different caller they would see many major differences and when they put both experiences together they become stronger dancers.  A dancer doesn’t have to repeat a specific class if they go out and dance to different callers for at least a year before progressing on to the next level.  New dancers need floor time to smooth out their circulates, trades and runs.  They need floor time to learn to recognize their positions.  Are they a center, an end, a leader or a trailer?  Are they in a wave, a line, a double pass thru position or a completed double pass thru position?  Are they in a quarter-tag, half-tag, three-quarter tag or a full-tag position?  Are they in a Thar, a Star, an eight chain thru position, a trade by position or a squared set with everyone facing out?  Do you your-self know these positions?  Do you know the difference of right-hand diamonds, left-hand diamonds, facing diamonds, point-to-point diamonds or a diamond where the centers are in a wave and all the points are looking out of the diamond?  Do you know what to do when the caller says “Explode and------“or “Explode the wave”?  Can you do the following moves from either a right- or left-handed column: Co-ordinate, Peel off, Zoom, Circulate once and a half, Partner Trade and Roll, Crossfire or Peel the top?  These are all listed as Standard positions in the Callerlab Standard Applications manuals for Mainstream and Plus level Dancers.  These books are available thru Callerlab at a nominal fee.
Answers to questions time:

What is a left Crossfire?  There is no such call as a right or left Crossfire.  This is a helper word to assist the dancers -- much the same as Scoot Back or Left Scoot Back.  First of all, let’s look at two-faced lines.  I can have a right- or left-handed two-faced line.  A right-handed two-faced line means that the two center people are holding right hands.  A left-handed two-faced line means that the two center people are holding left hands.  If  I had two couples facing each other and I said veer to the left, the two center people would end up holding right hands, i.e, a right handed two-faced line.  If I said Veer to the right, the two center people would end up holding left hands, i.e., a left-hand two-faced line.  If from a right-hand two-faced line (most common position) I would call Crossfire, the centers would trade with their right hands, the ends would do a Cross-fold (going to the right) and the centers would extend to a right-hand hold.  If I called Crossfire from a left-handed two-faced line, the centers would trade with their left hands, the ends would cross-fold (going to the left) and the centers would extend to a left-hand hold.  Let’s recap.  If the caller simply calls the move Crossfire, please read the paraphrased definition as taken from Callerlab.
CROSSFIRE - Starting formations: The most standard are Two-faced lines, Parallel lines of four and Inverted Lines.   TIMING - 6

As the centers begin to Trade, the ends Cross Fold. Upon completing their Trade, the centers release 

hands and step straight forward forming an ocean wave or mini-wave with the dancers they are facing. 

If the Trade leaves the original centers facing no one, they step forward and remain facing out.

STYLING: If starting formation is a two-faced line, center dancers use hands up position for trading 

action and blend into normal mini-wave styling. If starting formation is parallel lines of four that results 

in centers facing no one, that couple joins hands with a couple handhold. 
Okay, out of space for this issue. I have been asked about a “3 and 1” Coordinate. Will do in the next issue. Hope everyone will have a great NEW YEAR and a safe one too.
See Ya in February,

Butch

