Hi All,
Please help me welcome in the month of May, and hope for flowers, not showers.  Showers are okay, as long as they start and stop before the dance.  You can never guarantee the weather, but with lots of work you can usually guarantee the outcome of the project that you work toward.  So it was with our recent WASCA Festival.  I understand the count was around 1200.  Considering the count last year was about a 1000, I say “Well done!” to all involved.  I, personally, had a ball, danced my shoes off and actually had to buy a new pair from Glide! There were many positive comment some, saying this was the best festival they had been to in quite a while. The DBD hall was great and again filled to capacity at times, as was the main hall. The major complaint seemed to be the lack of space for the Student Invitational. Many students and angels alike left without dancing because of the small space provided. This occurred mainly because of the huge amount of new students in our area. I hope next year we will be as fortunate to have a bumper crop of students and their angels again, and that a larger space will be made available. Let me also add a thought here; I see many of the same people, year after year, doing all the work, with little thanks and a lot of complaints.  It is felt that our activity is possibly on an upswing, let’s be ready for it.  I implore all of you to try to get just a little more involved in any way possible.  Volunteer to help on a committee, or at least volunteer to help one of your friends already on a committee.  Help plant the seeds, help tend the garden, help take the product to market and, finally, help prepare the market to receive the goods you bring in.  Don’t forget to get a lotta’ hugs along the way; it makes the journey a lot more fun!
Okay, here are a couple notes on questions asked. These questions came mainly from the DBD hall. A number of callers were calling “CROSSFIRE” from “Facing Diamonds”. One of the ways, and there are many, to form a “Facing Diamond” is to start from an “Ocean Wave” and have the centers “HINGE 1/4”. The Ocean Waves that are used to form these Diamonds can start from “Facing lines”, “Eight Chain Thru Position”, etc. If from “Facing Lines” we call “PASS THE OCEAN” and the centers “HINGE 1/4” we have “Facing Diamonds”, Points on the outside and a wave down the middle. Kinda’ like the normal diamonds you usually see. If we start in an “Eight Chain Thru” position and call “PASS THE OCEAN” and the centers “HINGE 1/4”, we again have “Facing Diamonds”, but now the points of each diamond are standing side by side in the middle of the square and we call these “Point to Point Diamonds. These are not real common at the regular Plus level, but very common at Plus DBD and above. Both of these type of diamonds were used in the DBD hall, and “CROSSFIRE” was called from them quite often. Okay, let’s take one of these diamonds and explain it this way; the points of the diamond will do the “CROSS FOLD” and the two people in the center, mini wave, etc. will “TRADE” and  “EXTEND”. The people who traded and extended will be facing out of their group of 4, and the ones that did the Crossfold will be looking into the group of 4 and also looking at the side of the ones who are looking out. No seems to agree on exactly what to call this arrangement at the Plus level, but most use the term “T-BONE” box. I must state that some strongly disagree with using this term at any level below the Advanced level. I tried to set up graphics to show this but was unable to do so in this issue, but I will try for the next issue.
The other item asked about was the call “SPLIT CIRCULATE ONCE AND A HALF”..TWICE. The additional word “Twice” was specified a little different by a couple different callers, but basically wanted you to do one “Split Circulate, Once and a Half” and then do another one. If the first one was called from “Facing lines”, you would have passed thru (One Circulate), and then did one-half of a Partner Trade. It would also be the same as doing a “Pass the Ocean”. So now you are in Ocean Waves, and the next “Split Circulate, Once and a Half” puts you in Diamonds. Really neat stuff. I hope to show this next issue with graphics.  

Thank you for allowing me this time, and a very, very huge thank you to all who participated in the 5oth birthday party and helped support WASCA in their continuing effort to provide fun and fellowship for all.

See Ya’ next month,
Butch
