Hi All,

I write this month’s column with a sad heart and a realization of how fragile our lives are.  In this past month of April, we have lost one of our esteemed callers, three of my dancing friends and have seen the retirement of two long time area callers.  Steve Jacques fought an admirable fight against leukemia and remained positive throughout.  We will all miss Steve and his unique style of humor.  We will also be missing the calling of both Charlie Lee and Jesse Shackle ford.  We will, however, still be able to enjoy their company and friendship.  Take the time to enjoy the friendship of your many dance friends, whether on or off the dance floor.  Remember, also, that every hug you miss is one you will never get back.

I, and the Capitol Squares, were recent invited guests at the 51st New England Square and Round Convention in Sturbridge, MA.  We performed at their “Celebrity Hour” and enjoyed their very warm hospitality throughout the weekend.  I stayed mainly in the Mainstream hall, as it was a great place to dance.  Great wood floor, great air-conditioning and great sound.  Mainstream level is definitely their level of choice in that area and many of the callers presented a wide variety of choreography.  The calling was provided by the various caller groups and associations in the area.  I highly recommend this convention to anyone willing to travel, next year it will be in Maine.

Okay, on to choreographic stuff.  In my last column (May issue) I answered some questions about, and described some of the unique calls and positions used at the last WASCA Festival.  I was surprised by some of the returned responses.  There were some that said “Wow, that was cool stuff”, but the majority seemed to ask “When will this crazy stuff end?  We don’t seem to dance anymore; we are either running or getting a headache from trying to concentrate.  As I reflected on these comments, I also thought about the different groups that I personally call for, the levels that they dance and what gives them the most enjoyment.  As I see the problem, and please understand this is only my opinion, I believe that the majority of our problems are coming from the wide variances of dancer ability.  As I guest call in various areas I have dancers approach me and request that I “raise the level” and ten minutes later I am approached by perhaps the club president, requesting that I lower the level because many can’t keep up, or I am informed that the “new class” is present and they have only had a “few plus moves”, or I am told that “their club caller doesn’t use the calls I am using, etc., etc.  I really, really believe that club leaders and the club caller alike should be more honest with club members as to the level that they really dance.  There is absolutely nothing demeaning or wrong with stating that “Club A” is comfortable with easy Mainstream, while “Club B” likes to socialize and prefers “The Basic program” and “Club C enjoys multi-position (Or DBD) calling.  Of the clubs that I call for, those that list themselves as Mainstream seem to be more relaxed and enjoy dancing more.  I also call for a couple of groups that really only want “Basic” stuff and at the same time I call for a couple of groups that absolutely love “DBD from multipositions.

I also believe that all callers have a responsibility to teach solid basics and vary their usage of the basics.  Runs, Trades and Circulates are my three picks to continually work on.  I have seen callers use Star Thru, Pass Thru, Right and Left Thru and Square Thru and work them to “Death”.  Take your sequences using these moves and try working in Runs, Trades and Circulates.  Let’s look at a couple.
Let’s say, from any normal facing couple (Men on Left, Ladies on Right), instead of calling a Square Thru-4, we would like to use something different.

 Equivalents for a Square Thru-4 would be:

1. Touch 1/4 and Men Run (Right).
2. Partner Trade and Roll, Circulate (either split or box).
3. Circulate, (either split or box), Partner Trade and Square Thru 2 hands.
4. Left Touch 1/4 and Lady Run (Left).
5. Roll Away, Circulate Twice, (either split or box), Touch 1/4, Lady U-turn back.
6. Pass the Ocean, Slide Thru, Pass the Ocean, Step Thru.
7. Touch 1/4, Lady  Run (Right), Touch 1/4 and Roll, Pass Thru.
     8.  Right and Left Thru, Star Thru and Pass Thru.
Another thing you might try is to NOT use a particular call.  Try calling a patter sequence without using a Star Thru, or a Right and Left Thru.  See which moves you really rely on while calling.

For fun, have one couple Half-Sashay and try calling without using the terms Boy/Girl/Man or Lady. 

EX: Let’s say you would normally call Heads Square Thru-4, Swing Thru, Single Hinge, Men Run, Pass the Ocean, Men run, Couples Circulate 1/2 and Bend In.

Try it this way: Number One couple only, Half-Sashay, then Heads Square Thru-4, Swing Thru, Single Hinge, Outfacers Run, Pass the Ocean, Ends Run, Couples Circulate 1/2 and Bend In. Number One couple Half-Sashay. You’re Home.     

Or you could say: Any Couple that wants to, Half-Sashay, and repeat above sequence.  Then at the end, have any Couple that Half-Sashayed, “Re-Sashay”

Caller judgment really comes into play here.  If you think your dancers won’t like this or you feel they would find it too difficult, then don’t do it.

Have a great time dancing this summer, go visit some clubs you haven’t danced with before and, as always, keep your hug bank on the full mark.

See Ya’ on the floor somewhere,

BUTCH

