March 2011 Calls’n’Cues

Hi There,

I sure hope that as you are reading this, you are warm, dry, and able to get out of your parking lot or driveway.  You’re probably thinking about moving to Texas, Florida or Arizona.  HOWEVER!!!!  They, also, have not been real warm lately.  Me oh my, what’s a person to do?  I know!!!  Go dancing, FAST  type, get LOT’S of HUGS and enjoy life!
Okay, are you ready for the WASCA FESTIVAL??  From what I hear, Daryl and John may even outdo themselves (from their last stint as Directors) and we all sure hope you can attend.  Great Callers, Great location, Great Friends, Great food, Casual Dress in the daytime....What else do you want?  No, they can’t do it for free.  I sure hope all of you can come and share in the festivities.

The prime reason we have a Festival is to dance.  We hire the best Staff of Callers and Cuers so you get the very best dancing.  The staff is tasked with entertaining you and also challenging you.  The area Callers and Cuers do their best to prepare you for success in dancing. Speaking now for the calling side, I have seen quite an increase in “LEFT hand stuff”, so here are some “LEFT” tidbits.  First of all, you have two hands, one is the right one and one is the left one!  All joking aside, one of the hardest things to teach people is recognizing when you use the left as compared to the right.  Simply telling people to “FACE RIGHT” or “FACE LEFT” can sometimes produce very different results.  I have also seen an increase in callers not always specifying gender  For example: instead of Boys Run or Girls Run, you might hear Centers RUN or Ends RUN or Outfacers RUN or whatever... Sometimes LEFT hand moves are actually easier when gender is not specified.
Another note about Left-hand stuff: without going into any discussion about DBD, all these moves are listed, defined and explained on the BASIC list and should be presented at any basic class of instruction.  Some moves are not designed LEFT or RIGHT.  Such as: SPIN THE TOP, SPIN CHAIN THRU, etc.  They are not defined as starting with a LEFT or RIGHT hand.  They are defined as starting with the END and ADJACENT dancers.  Some moves are specific.  Such as: SWING THRU or SQUARE THRU.  They state that they always start with a RIGHT hand unless otherwise directed.  As a Caller, please don’t limit your teaching to Right-hand stuff only.  As a Dancer, please ask your Caller to use Left-hand stuff in their normal calling routines and workshop if necessary.
Let’s take a simple module and call it with normal Right-hand movements, but without any Gender specifics (not specifying Boy or Girl, Just Centers or Ends):  from a Static Square, Heads SQUARE THRU 4, SWING THRU, and Centers RUN (Right), FERRIS WHEEL, Centers PASS THRU, ALLEMANDE LEFT, and Bow to PARTNER at home.
 Now let’s think both Non-Gender specific and LEFT HAND:   NOTE: Make sure you take this stuff slowly and be sure the dancers are comfortable with what and how you are calling it.    
Number 1:  Let’s have the Heads LEFT SQUARE THRU, LEFT SWING THRU, Center’s RUN (Left), FERRIS WHEEL, Centers PASS THRU, ALLEMANDE LEFT, and Bow to PARTNER at home.

Number 2:  From a Static Square, Heads RIGHT AND LEFT THRU, Ladies Lead, DIXIE STYLE TO AN OCEAN WAVE, (Check Left Hand Wave), EXTEND (check that they have a LEFT Hand Wave with the Outside Couple), LEFT SWING THRU, Center’s RUN (Left), Couples CIRCULATE 1/2, BEND IN and the Heads do a LEFT SQUARE THRU Two Hands, ALLEMANDE LEFT, and Bow to the PARTNER at home. 
Number 3:  (This has a single SPIN CHAIN THRU in it).  Static Square.  Heads LEFT SQUARE THRU, Step to a Left-hand Wave.  Start with a Left, SPIN CHAIN THRU, (careful) (for Strong Dancers), call All 8 Circulate, (for Newer Dancers) have the Centers CIRCULATE first and then have the Ends CIRCULATE next.  Ladies RUN LEFT, BEND THE LINE, Do a LEFT SQUARE THRU 4 to a LEFT ALLEMANDE.
Number 4: (This has a double SPIN CHAIN THRU in it) Static Square.  Heads LEFT SQUARE THRU, Step to a Left-hand Wave.  Start with a Left, SPIN CHAIN THRU (turn Partner Left, Centers CAST  3/4, Very Centers TRADE and CAST 3/4 to a Left Handed Wave.)  Do it again, start with a Left and SPIN CHAIN THRU.  (Ends in a Left Hand Wave.)  LEFT SWING THRU, Centers RUN LEFT, FERRIS WHEEL, Centers PASS THRU, ALLEMANDE LEFT and PROMEDADE Home.

Number 5:  Static Square, Heads LEFT SQUARE THRU 4, LEFT SWING THRU, (start with a LEFT), SPIN THE TOP, STEP THRU, PARTNER TRADE, PASS THRU, face your PARTNER, PASS TO THE CENTER, SQUARE THRU 3/4, ALLEMANDE LEFT AND PROMENADE HOME (or RIGHT AND LEFT GRAND) ( or, to use as a singing call, Gender specific, Swing Corner and PROMENADE Home).  
Okay folks, enough for now. Hope to see all of you at the WASCA Festival and collect as many hugs as I can. Have a great month!
BUTCH
