March 2011 Cues’n’Tips

Hi All,
Well, here comes March -- one of the more interesting and very busy months.  For sports folks, it’s the time of March madness (basketball).  For the Irish, it’s drinking and dancing time.  For the weather forecasters, a guessing game and, of course, for Square Dancers it’s the WASCA FESTIVAL time.  This compares to a sporting event, (watch the main floor when it’s crowded), dancing and drinking later (many clubs bring their own bars and bartenders) and the guessing game comes up when the dancers yell, (we can’t hear you, what did you say??). That’s when the Callers remind you that all calls are optional, just pick the ones you like, and claim you can’t hear the other ones.  I always look forward to the festival because it’s one of the few times I actually get to dance, visit with friends I only see once a year and, of course, fill up my hug bank for the rest of March when the cold winds are blowing! So on to Choreo stuff.
I answered the first 5 questions last month, so let’s start with number 6. 

Question Six. Who is your adjacent dancer?  To me, this is one of the hardest definitions for some dancers to see, so I try to go slow and easy.  Let’s start with a static square and say that Bob and Ann are the number one couple.  They are facing in and standing alongside each other getting ready to start dancing.  Bob and Ann are Partners and they could do a PARTNER TRADE or a CALIFORNIA TWIRL.  If Ann turned around (U-TURN BACK), she would still be Bob’s Partner and they could still do a PARTNER TRADE, but because they are facing in opposite directions, they could not do a CALIFORNIA TWIRL. So…Bob and Ann are Partners only when both of them are facing the same way, (whether into the square or out of the square), or when they are facing the opposite way of each other, Bob in, Ann out or Ann in and Bob out. When they both are facing in, they are holding their inside hands, Bob’s right and Ann’s left. If they do a U_TURN BACK they are still holding inside hands, Bob’s left and Ann’s right. If Bob is facing in and Ann is facing out, they are still holding inside hands (which is the right hand) and the opposite would be true if both of them turned around.  So, what you need to know here is that your Partner is always ALONGSIDE you (either right or left side) and can be facing the same way as you or the opposite way and you must be able to hold their hand.
Okay, back to our static square. Bob and Ann are the number one couple and facing in. Ann is Bob’s Partner, but she is also his ADJACENT dancer.  Conversely, Bob is Ann’s ADJACENT dancer.  Now let’s have Ann turn one-quarter to her left and she will be looking at Bob’s right ear.  She is still Bob’s ADJACENT dancer but she is no longer is his Partner, because to be his Partner she has to face the same or opposite way of Bob and be able to hold his hand.  If she is looking at his side, she cannot hold a hand. So now, what can Bob and Ann do, when they are ADJACENT dancers and no longer Partners.  They can’t PARTNER TRADE or CALIFORNIA TWIRL.  Bob could RUN right and, if he did, he would run around Ann and face the opposite way of the way he started and Ann (by definition) would step into Bob’s vacated spot by stepping ahead.  Bob would now be looking out of the square and his right shoulder or arm would be in the middle of Ann’s back.  If I told Bob to RUN again, he would RUN right, 180 degrees, facing back in again and Ann (by definition would back up into Bob’s vacated spot and end up looking at his right ear again, or his right arm and shoulder.  At this point they could do a basic CIRCULATE action by Bob walking straight ahead and Ann also walking straight ahead.  Let’s take a simple sequence to demo this.  Static square: we have Bob and Ann as the number one couple.  Let’s say we have Joe and Norva as couple number three.  This might be the call:  Head couples do a RIGHT AND LEFT THRU and the Girls roll.  We now have Ann and Norva looking at their partner’s right ears.  Head men RUN (you can say Right as a helper word or simply say RUN).  The head men, Bob and Joe are now looking out of the square (note: they are on the opposite side of the square) and Ann and Norva (also on the opposite side of the square) have stepped ahead into the men’s vacated spots.  Head men RUN again.  Bob and Joe are now facing in again and Ann and Norva have backed up and are looking at their ADJACENT dancer’s side again.  Now say HEADS circulate. Bob and Joe walk straight across the square and Ann and Norva step straight ahead into Bob’s and Joe’s vacated spots.  Bob and Joe are facing out of the square, so now call Men RUN (use Right as a helper word if you want) and Roll to face the ladies (who have backed up into the men’s vacated spots). Bob is now back home at HIS starting position facing Norva.  Joe is also back across the square and after his ROLL he is facing Ann.  Now I would call Touch 1/4, Men RUN, Men lead REVERSE THE FLUTTER and Bob, Ann, Joe and Norva should all be back home.  If you want more on this, call me.
QUESTION SEVEN and EIGHT.  Who are the OUTFACERS and the INFACERS?  Anyone facing OUT of the square or Out of their group or BOX of 4 is an OUTFACER.  Anyone facing into the square or into their BOX of 4 is an INFACER. Example:  Heads LEAD RIGHT AND VEER TO THE LEFT.  The Heads are OUTFACERS and the Sides are INFACERS.  Another example: Heads STAR THRU.  I have two BOXES of 4 and all are INFACERS.  If they PASS THRU, they would all be OUTFACERS.  Example: Heads LEAD RIGHT AND CIRCLE TO A LINE.  They are all INFACERS.  Lines PASS THRU, they are all OUTFACERS.  Example: Heads SQUARE THRU 4 hands and step to a wave.  The Heads are the OUTFACERS (looking out of the square) and the Sides are the INFACERS (looking into the square).
QUESTION NINE.  Who are the LEADERS and the TRAILERS?  Leader and Trailer positions are what we call a “TWO-person” (or a 1 X 2) position.  The lead person is the “LEADER” (standing in front of the trailer) and the trailing person behind the lead person is the “TRAILER”.  We also call this a “TANDEM” position.  This term came about from the era of the “TRUCKING DAYS” and referred to the wheels on a truck.  If you have “TANDEM wheels” one wheel is in the front and the other wheel is behind it.  Normally, wherever the lead wheel goes, the trailing wheel follows. Example: CLOVERLEAF, TRACK TWO, DOUBLE PASS THRU, etc.
Okay, out of room again.  We’ll finish this up next month and answer any other questions you may have.  Call me anytime on my cell at 540-336-2121 or e-mail me at www.butchadams.net.  Thank you for your questions, and thanks for reading my article.

Have a great month, stay warm and collect lots of hugs. Hope to see ya’ at WASCA!

BUTCH
